Global Warming News from Alaska: February 15, 2006 Reporting from the Front Line
Dear Friends,

The last 30 days have been very eventful and important in the global warming arena. This report will highlight the latest evidence in Alaska, and then describe several significant state, national and international developments. 

Alaska Global Warming News – the Latest Evidence and Developments

1. Study Demonstrates Warming Rivers -- Endangering Salmon.  Salmon are very important to the economy, quality of life, and ecology of the Kenai Peninsula in Alaska. A recently released stream monitoring study, conducted by Cook Inlet Keeper and Homer Soil and Water Conservation District, shows that in 2005 there were more days than ever before that exceeded temperature limits considered healthy for salmon. 
· At each of the streams monitored, temperatures exceeded -- for more than 80 days -- the “unhealthy for spawning areas” standard of 55 degrees. 
· Even as early as May 23, when the first king salmon began to arrive in the Anchor River, the water was already exceeding state temperature limits.
· Alarmingly, the monitors also revealed that each of the streams experienced days with water temperatures above 68 degrees, which state standards declare “shall not be exceeded.” Anchorage Daily News, 2/5/06.
2. Global Warming Adversely Affects Alaska’s Premiere Winter Activities.  Normally in February you can count on cold, winter-activities-friendly weather in mainland Alaska. This February we have experienced considerable rain and warm temperatures. This is adversely affecting many major winter events.

· Alaska’s premiere snow machine race, the 1,800 mile long Iron Dog Race, started in the rain in Southcentral Alaska on February 12. 

· Describing the race conditions, the lead sentence in the Anchorage Daily News stated: “Rain hammered the puddles on the lake ice here Sunday as the world’s longest, toughest and once coldest snowmobile race met global warming.” Anchorage Daily News, 2/13/06. 

· One veteran of the Iron Dog noted that the race could be called “the wet dog” race. 

· The article further stated: “No one involved in the 22-year history of the Tesoro Iron Dog race…had ever seen anything quite like this: temperatures pushing 50 degrees in early February and standing water inches deep in places.”

· North of Anchorage, the town of Wasilla has traditionally prided itself on being “Home of the Iditarod.” However, in each of the past 3 years (and in 6 of the last 9 years), Iditarod organizers have moved the start of the Iditarod out of Wasilla to Willow or Fairbanks. 
· Race organizers have cited warm weather and a lack of snow for the move, determining that Wasilla was an unsafe launching point for the race. Anchorage Daily News 2/12/06.  This has had adverse economic and identity consequences for the city. The Iron Dog race start (see above) has also been relocated out of Wasilla recently.
3. Extensive Global Warming Science and Traditional Knowledge Evidence Presented at Alaska Forum on the Environment.  Last week, during the Alaska Forum on the Environment, world-renowned scientists and Alaska Natives devoted two days to describing the extensive, adverse impacts of global warming in Alaska. 
· Scientists documented melting ocean ice, rising oceans, thawing permafrost, increased insect infestations, animals at risk, and dying forests. The scientists made it clear that there is no credible uncertainty about global warming, and that the impacts are more dramatic than even they had predicted. As Dr. Jonathan Overpeck stated bluntly: “There’s not uncertainty.” Dan Joling, Associated Press, 2/6/06. (Read the full AP story)
· Alaska Natives described increased forest fires, more dangerous hunting, fishing and traveling conditions, substantial changes in animals and plants, infrastructure damage from melting permafrost and coastal erosion, fiercer storms, and pervasive unpredictability. As Mike Zacharoff from the Pribilof Islands observed: “I am concerned, but I am more concerned about our future generations.” Dan Joling, Associated Press, 2/7/06. (Read the full AP story)     I also highly recommend reading an outstanding Op Ed, written by Mike Williams (co-chair of the Alaska Intertribal Council) that was published in the Anchorage Daily News immediately before the Conference.
· Among other Solution panelists, BP presented an outstanding speech on their emission reduction success stories. (Read the Anchorage Daily News story). BP also announced that they will be building a $1 billion, revolutionary hydrogen-fueled power plant in California that will generate electricity with almost no carbon emissions by converting the waste product of oil refineries into hydrogen and separating off CO2 for capture and storage.
· Note: The informative and compelling power points from the Global Warming track of this  Forum will be available to the public in a few days on the Alaska Conservation Foundation web site (www.akcf.org).
4. Senator Murkowski Acknowledges the Necessity of Curbing Global Warming Gas Emissions. On February 13, Senator Lisa Murkowski presented a speech on global warming in which she stated the following:
· “As more and more information becomes available, I believe there is now almost universal acceptance that our planet is warming.  While the extent of anthropogenic influence on our climate may remain in debate, I believe it is a reality that man is contributing to the current warming trend.  Accordingly, it is appropriate – and quite frankly our responsibility – to take steps to curb the growth of greenhouse gas emissions.  We cannot afford to wait to take action – while some warming can have positive impacts, such as opening shipping lanes in the Arctic, significant warming of the planet will have severe, negative impacts on our society.” (Text of Speech as provided to the Press).
5. State Legislature Introduces Global Warming Legislation

· I am pleased to report that two important global warming bills, one in the Alaska State House (HCR 30) and one in the State Senate (SB 278), have just been introduced.
· Sponsored by Senator Olson, the Senate bill creates an “Alaska Climate Change Task Force”: 
· to “assess the current and potential impacts of climate warming trends on the citizens, natural resources, and the economy of the state”; 
· to “estimate costs to the state and its citizens of adverse effects associated with climate warming”; and 
· to “make recommendations … on measures that would address or mitigate the near and long-term effects of climate change.” 
· HCR 30 is similar to SB 278. 
· When passed, Alaska would be the second state in the nation to create a commission (North Carolina established one two months ago).
· I will send out a special alert about upcoming hearings on the legislation as soon as they are scheduled.
Key National and International News – Not So Good News

1. Rigorous Analysis Confirms that Current Warming in Northern Hemisphere is Most Widespread in 1200 Years.  In a meticulous study published in the prestigious journal Science, Drs. Osborn and Briffa carefully examined the most reliable data available during the last 1200 years and concluded that “the strongest evidence indicative of a significantly warm period occurs during the twentieth century…when greenhouse gas concentrations were at their highest.” (Science, 2/10/06).

· Notes Dr. Mann from Penn State: “This latest paper might be the nail in the coffin for the small minority of very vocal climate change denialists who continue to challenge the conclusion that the recent warming of the Earth’s surface is out of the ordinary.”  (National Geographic News. 2/09/06).

2. Catastrophic Global Warming Impacts Report Published.  A truly alarming book, based on the scientific symposium “Avoiding Dangerous Climate Change”, has just been published. It is receiving considerable international attention. The book compiles the science associated with the most catastrophic global warming predictions that will likely occur if carbon dioxide emissions and temperatures continue to rise, including:
· Complete melting of the Greenland ice sheet, which will raise sea level by over 21 feet, inundating many of the world’s cities (see item 4 below); 
· Shutdown of key ocean currents;
· Collapse of the Amazon rainforest, with enormous consequences for biodiversity and human livelihoods; and
· Acidification of the oceans and widespread coral bleaching, significantly disrupting marine ecosystem functioning.
According to James Hansen (NASA), if the earth warms an additional 4 degrees it would “imply changes that constitute practically a different planet…It’s not something you can adapt to…We’ve got to do something.” (Washington Post, 1/29/06)
3. NOAA Says that 2005 Ties as the Hottest Year on Record. Using two different data sets, NOAA recently announced that 2005 tied with 1998 as the hottest year on record. This means that nine of the ten warmest years ever recorded have occurred since 1995. The year 1998 was especially warm because there was a strong El Nino episode. The global temperature for 2005  reached the record of 1998 without the warming influence of a strong El Nino effect. 
· According to NOAA, “During the past century, global surface temperatures have increased at a rate of near 1.0F/century, but the trend has been three times larger since 1976, with some of the largest temperature increases occurring in the high latitudes.” (News from NOAA; Release no. 06-013, 1/30/06)
· The nation’s temperatures in January 2006 were also reported to be the warmest on record. (Reuters 2/9/06)
4. Greenland Glaciers Reacting to Global Warming. A recently released study from Swansea University demonstrates a sudden dynamic response to global warming by two major glaciers in Greenland. These two glaciers, which together drain 6% of Greenland’s ice sheet, have suddenly accelerated and retreated after a period of relative stability. This accelerated rate exceeds previous predications and raises substantial concerns about the eventual loss of the Greenland ice sheet.
5. GE’s Global Warming Efforts Challenged.  In January’s monthly report, I was pleased to highlight the greenhouse gas emission reduction efforts of GE. Unfortunately, a group of shareholders is now challenging GE’s global warming reduction actions, claiming that “GE’s support of, and advocacy for, global warming regulation may harm GE shareholders in the long run.” (AXcessNews.com 2/2/06). We will follow how this challenge proceeds. This shareholder action is in sharp contrast to the prevailing trend of shareholders to demand more global warming accountability. For example…(see next bullet).
Key Positive and Encouraging National and International News

1. Shareholders Seek Global Warming Disclosures: Working with the Carbon Disclosure Project, investors with over $30 trillion (yes, trillion) of assets have contacted 1,933 of the world’s largest companies demanding disclosure on their climate change positioning. Among other questions, the inquiries ask for information about how much CO2 the companies emit and the companies’ risk from extreme weather events. (Reuters 2/1/06)
· Also of note, Ceres has published a 24-page free booklet to help companies address the strategic and financial issues associated with global warming, entitled: “Managing the Risks and Opportunities of Climate Change: A Practical Toolkit for Corporate Leaders.”  The guidebook can be downloaded at http://www.ceres.org.  

2. Six Former EPA Administrators Call for More Action to Address Global Warming. At an EPA-sponsored symposium, 6 former heads of the EPA (5 Republicans and 1 Democrat) called for increased leadership on global warming. All of them agreed that global warming is a real problem and that humans bear significant blame.  (Associated Press 1/19/06)

· “We need leadership, and I don’t think we’re getting it,” said Russell Train (EPA Chief under Nixon and Ford). “To sit back and just push it away and say we’ll deal with it sometime down the road is dishonest to the people and self-destructive.”

· “I don’t think there’s a commitment in this administration,” added Bill Ruckelshaus.

· “I’m very concerned about this country and this agency.” noted Lee Thomas (Reagan Administration). 

3. Evangelicals Call for Action on Global Warming. Earlier this month, a group of 86 evangelical Christian leaders announced their commitment to stop global warming, and specifically their support for mandatory greenhouse gas emission reductions. (Reuters 2/9/06)

· The Evangelical Climate Change Initiative, whose supporters include Rick Warren (author of the best-selling book, “The Purpose Driven Life”) has created a TV ad that states: “With God’s help, we can stop global warming for our kids, our world and our Lord.”

· In a recent poll of 1,000 Evangelical Christians, approximately 70% believed that global climate change would pose a serious threat to future generations.” (Financial Times 2/8/06)

Legal Actions and Other Announcements:

1. Polar Bears Win Round One. In several past monthly reports, I have discussed the status of a petition by the Center for Biological Diversity (CBD), the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), and Greenpeace to have polar bears protected under the Endangered Species Act because of global warming. On February 7, the Fish and Wildlife Service made a Positive 90 Day Finding, concluding that the petition “presents substantial scientific and commercial information indicating that listing the polar bear may be warranted.” 

· The Positive Finding means that the FWS will now carefully begin a status review of the polar bear, and through a 60-day comment period is asking the public and scientific community for full information about the bears. Comments are due April 10 (click for more information from the Federal Register announcement).

2. Senators Ask for Global Warming Information. The two leaders of the Senate Energy Committee (Senators Dominici and Bingaman) issued a White Paper on global warming, seeking answers to several key questions. Of particular interest to Alaskans, one of the sections asks several questions about “Adaptation” (specifically, paying the costs of the adverse impacts from global warming, such as moving villages). The Senators intend to hold a conference in March, but individuals or organizations should send in comments at any time before then.

·  I have attached a copy of the paper to this monthly report. 

3. Upcoming Speeches and Other News. I will be presenting several speeches in the next 30 days about global warming. If you are in the area, I hope you will join us.

· Thursday, February 16, Fairbanks, Noel Wein Library, 7pm

· Friday, March 3,  Kenai, TBA
· Thursday, March 9, Anchorage, Anchorage Museum, noon 

· Also, my web site is up and running at www.alaskaconservationsolutions.org.

As we proceed forward on this very critical and challenging issue, there are many bases for optimism. Thank you again for receiving these monthly reports. The list of recipients grows daily, and includes key people throughout Alaska and the nation. If there is anyone else to whom you would like me to send the reports, just let me know.

Best wishes, always.

Yours,      

Deborah
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