Global Warming News from Alaska: June 15, 2006

Reporting from the Front Line

Dear Friends,

The impacts of global warming can be brutal. A recent report on polar bear cannibalism underscores this (see item 1 below). As painful as it may be to read this evidence, it is necessary to understand it and communicate it to the public. A majority of Americans must comprehend the tragic consequences of reckless increases in carbon dioxide emissions in order to demand federal, state, and local actions that reduce these emissions meaningfully. 

This report will highlight the latest global warming news in Alaska, and then describe critical national and international developments. There is an abundance of Alaska and Arctic news this month. At the end of the report, upcoming events and deadlines are listed.

Alaska Global Warming News – The Latest Evidence and Developments

  

1. Polar Bears Driven to Cannibalism because of Global Warming. Several prominent polar bear biologists have published a stunning paper in the journal Polar Biology in which they report, for the first time, evidence of a male polar bear killing a mother in her maternal den (two cubs also died) (PDF copy attached, including graphic photos). They also describe two other bears who had been victims of cannibalism: a mother (who was with a cub) having recently emerged from her den, and also a yearling male (Amstrup et al., 2006). All of these field observations took place within a mere 2 ½ month period in 2004.

· The killings occurred adjacent to the Southern Beaufort Sea, where global warming has caused significant ice retreats, and the nutritional condition of the bears was compromised.

· “During 24 years of research on polar bears in the southern Beaufort Sea region of northern Alaska and 34 years in northwestern Canada, we have not seen other incidents of polar bears stalking, killing, and eating other polar bears,” stated the researchers in their paper.

· “We hypothesize that nutritional stresses related to the longer ice-free seasons that have occurred in the Beaufort Sea in recent years may have led to the cannibalism incidents we observed”, concluded the scientists. 

· The Associated Press article describing the report has appeared in over 125 newspapers worldwide.

2. Alaska Coastal Villages Face Costly and Rapid Relocation. In response to a Congressional request, the Army Corps of Engineers has issued a report detailing relocation needs for seven Alaska coastal communities. 

· Many communities on Alaska’s western and northern coasts are being seriously threatened by global warming, for four reasons: 1) melting permafrost; 2) more intense storms; 3) less buffering from sea ice; and 4) rising sea level.

· The report estimates that Shishmaref, Kivalina and Newtok have only 10 to 15 years left at their present storm-battered  locations,  and predicts that it will cost as much as $355 million to move them.
·  Stanley Tom, tribal liaison for Newtok noted: “I’d like to tell the Corps they’re wrong about the timing. It’s way off, 100 percent off. We have only three to four more years here.” (Anchorage Daily News 6/11/06). 
3. New Record Low for Arctic Ocean Sea Ice.  According to satellite measurements, Arctic winter sea ice was at an all-time low in March of this year, covering an area 300,000 square kilometers smaller than in 2005. Dr. Meier at the US National Snow and Ice Data Center called it “a pretty stark drop”. (Guardian 5/15/06). Because of this accelerated decline, some scientists now believe that the Arctic Ocean could be ice free before mid-century.
4. Senator Murkowski Votes in Favor of Global Warming Resolution. On May 23, Senator Lisa Murkowski voted in favor of S.Res.312, a Lugar-Biden resolution urging U.S. participation in international climate change negotiations. The amendment passed the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.
· The resolution calls on the United States to participate in international negotiations with the objective of reaching agreements that “establish mitigation commitments by all countries that are major emitters of greenhouse gases” and….”achieve a significant long-term reduction in global greenhouse gas emissions.” 

· I will let you know when this amendment is up for a full senate vote.

5. Congressman Young Opposes House Global Warming Resolution using Factual Errors. I am sorry to report that the U.S. House of Representatives did not vote in favor of the Global Warming Resolution passed by the Senate last year. Unfortunately, Alaska’s Congressman Don Young lead the opposition, and in the course of his relatively brief remarks communicated numerous factual errors about global warming and its impacts (Congressional Record, H2826- H2830, 5/18/06).

· For example, Congressman Young stated that other countries burn as many barrels of oil as the United States is burning today. To the contrary, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, last year the U.S. burned 20.6 million barrels of oil a day; and the second biggest user, China, burned less than 7 million barrels a day. (Anchorage Daily News 5/19/06).

· Sadly, especially in light of the polar bear study noted above, Congressman Young said that polar bears are increasing in numbers, not decreasing. There is no evidence to support this.

· Representative David Obey noted that Congressman Young sounded like one of the “Charter members of the Flat Earth Society.” 

6. Significantly Less Snow Pack in Alaska Predicted.  Using sophisticated modeling techniques, scientists have determined that because of global warming, Alaska will only have 64% of its current winter snow pack by 2100 (PNNL News 05/18/06). As dramatic as this is, the snow pack loss will be even greater in more temperate areas. For example, New Zealand is predicted to have only 16% of its snow pack remaining by 2100. (To view a compelling graphic about this study, click here.)  

7. USA Today Calls Alaska “The Poster State” for Global Warming Concerns.   A detailed cover story dated May 30 in USA Today could not have said it better: “Alaska has emerged as the poster state for global warming.” Citing numerous scientists, the article notes that “Alaska is important in measuring the effect of global warming on the USA because what happens here soon will be felt in the Lower 48 states.”  The article commented on numerous impacts, including:

· According to Dr. Scott Rupp, “Fires are burning millions of acres as summers get longer and hotter; and with each intense fire season, trees have a harder time coming back in the increasingly warm and dry landscape.” 

· “In some areas, as much as 40% of surface water has disappeared, taking with it critical habitat for ducks and other waterfowl,” notes Dr. Glenn Juday.

Key National and International News – Not So Good News

1. Global Warming Causing Permanent Damage to Coral Reefs. In 1997/1998 the Indian Ocean was very warm. As a result, 90% of the coral of the inner Seychelles islands died from bleaching. In the May 18 issue of the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, scientists reported that most of this coral has not recovered. 
· Unfortunately, much of the bleached coral collapsed. One of the scientists noted: “Reefs can sometimes recover after disturbances, but we have shown that after severe bleaching events, collapse in the physical structure of the reef results in profound impact on other organisms in the ecosystem and greatly impedes the likelihood of recovery.”
· Four species of fish that relied on the coral are possibly already extinct locally and six additional species are at critically low levels. In heavily impacted sites, fish community diversity had decreased by 50 percent.

· According to the lead scientist, “it may be too late to save many of these reefs, but this research shows the importance of countries tackling greenhouse gas emissions and trying to reduce global warming and its effect on some of the world’s finest and most diverse wildlife.” (Seychelles Nation, 6/9/06)

2. Current Models May Be Underestimating Future Global Warming.  In two new studies published in Geophysical Research Letters, scientists demonstrated that temperatures could be significantly hotter by the end of the century than current climate models predict. (Sciencenow 5/31/06). 
· Using Antarctic ice cores to analyze the impact of climate-CO2 feedbacks, and also data from the “Little Ice Age”, the scientists concluded that the global temperature gain could be as much as 8 degrees C by the end of the century. 
· One of the studies calculated that future temperature increases have been underestimated by between 15% and 78%. (BBC 5/24/06). 
· Both studies incorporated amplifying positive feedback loops from soil decomposition and other CO2-releasing natural processes. 

3. Global Warming Shorts.     

· Lloyd’s Raises Red Alert on Global Warming. According to Lloyd’s of London, the oldest insurance market in the world, insurers must seriously factor in global warming, and put it at the center of their operations. Director Rolf Tolle stated: “Climate change is today’s problem, not tomorrow’s. If we don’t take action now to understand the changing nature of our planet, we will face extinction.” (Guardian 6/6/06).

· President Bush Will Not See Inconvenient Truth; Looks to Technology. President Bush said that he “doubts” he will see the film Inconvenient Truth (AP, 5/22/06); but on May 23, he also said in a press availability that “In my judgment we need to set aside whether or not greenhouse gases have been caused by mankind or because of natural effects and focus on the technologies that will enable us to live better lives and at the same time protect the environment.” (Energy Bulletin 6/9/06)

· Global Warming Harming Great Britain’s Ring Ouzel  Between 1990 and 1999, the population of the ring ouzel, a member of the thrush family related to the blackbird, decreased by almost 60% in Great Britain. Researchers link the dramatic decline to warmer temperatures in July and August, just after the ouzel chicks fledge, adversely affecting their food supplies. (EveningTimes Online (6/9/06)

· NASA Admits There was Interference with Press.  One of the leading global warming scientists in the world, Dr. James Hansen, stated several months ago that his global warming views were being suppressed by Administration officials.  In recent letters to both Senators Collins and Lieberman, a NASA official stated that “an internal inquiry has revealed that one recent media request to interview Dr. James Hansen, of the Goddard Institute for Space Studies, was inappropriately declined.”  The official went on to note that this action ran contrary to official NASA policy of permitting researchers and scientists to fully and publicly communicate their findings. (Sen. Lieberman news release, June 9, 2006)
· NASA Cancelling or Delaying Global Warming Related Satellites. Sadly, NASA has cancelled or delayed several critical satellites related to global warming observations and measurements, including the Deep Space Climate Observatory (cancelled) and the Global Precipitation Measurement satellite (delayed). Instead, NASA has prioritized its budget to pay for the return of astronauts to the moon by 2020 and the completion of the International Space Station. (Boston Globe, 6/9/06). 

· Major Biological Changes in Italy Reported from Global Warming. In a global warming impacts report for Italy’s National Research Council, the following phenomena were reported: 1) dormice are hibernating 5 ½ weeks less than 20 years ago; 2) marmots are hibernating 38 days less; 3) birds like red kites are laying eggs 10 to 11 days earlier than they were 9 years ago; and 4) 20% of the fish in the Mediterranean are immigrant species, including 15 species, like the puffer fish, for whom the sea was previously too cold. (Guardian, 6/8/06).

· Global Warming Boosts Size and Obnoxiousness of Poison Ivy. Poison ivy exposed to high levels of carbon dioxide grew three times larger and produced a more allergenic form of the irritant urushiol, according to scientists at Duke and Harvard Universities. (AP 5/30/06)

Key Positive National and International News 

1. Major US-based Insurance Company Addresses Global Warming.  One of nation’s largest insurance companies, American International Group (AIG), has become the first major US-based insurer to adopt an explicit policy on global warming. 

· Notably, the policy states: “AIG is…focusing on the development of products and services to help AIG and its clients respond to the worldwide drive to cut greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Climate change is increasingly recognized as an ongoing, significant global environmental problem with potential risks to the global economy and ecology, and to human health and well-being…. [M]arket-based environmental policies and potential new investments provide business opportunities for AIG to address the problem.” 

 

2. Treasury Secretary Nominee Supports Mandatory Action on Global Warming. Henry Paulson, chairman and CEO of Goldman Sachs and chair of the Nature Conservancy Board, is President Bush’s nominee for Secretary of the Treasury. Under Paulson’s leadership, Goldman Sachs stated in a position paper that global warming represents a tremendous threat and that “voluntary action alone cannot solve the climate change problem.” (Washington Post 6/1/06) 
3. Hunters and Fishers Express Concern about Global Warming and Want Action. According to a national survey by National Wildlife Federation, more than 75% of licensed hunters and fishers believe that global warming is occurring and that they have seen changes in the climate where they live. 
· Also, 73% believe that global warming is currently impacting or will impact hunting and fishing. 
· Notably, 86% surveyed said that the Administration and Congress are not doing enough to break the nation’s addiction to oil; and 78% believe that conserving more, developing fuel-efficient vehicles, and expanding the use of renewable sources are the best ways to address America’s energy needs. 
4.  Saudi National Oil Firm to Fund Carbon Management Technologies.  In late May, the president of Saudi Arabia’s national oil company, Aramco, stated: "I believe the petroleum industry should actively engage in policy debate on climate change as well as play an active role in developing and implementing carbon management technologies to meet future challenges….National oil companies -- like Saudi Aramco -- can make meaningful contributions to those efforts." (Reuters 5/22/06).

 

Upcoming Events and Deadlines

1. Film “An Inconvenient Truth” Getting Rave Reviews and Big Audiences.  Al Gore’s global warming documentary vaulted into the top 10 movie list after grossing over $1.3 million in its second weekend (MovieWeb June 4, 2006).  Roger Ebert opined: “In 39 years, I have never written these words in a movie review, but here they are: You owe it to yourself to see this film. If you do not, and you have grandchildren, you should explain to them why you decided not to.” (Chicago Sun Times, June 2, 2006). To find out where the film will be showing near you, see: http://www.climatecrisis.net/findatheater/.  I HIGHLY recommend seeing this movie!

2. Alaska Energy Authority Accepting Proposals for Energy Cost Reduction Projects. The Alaska Energy Authority is accepting proposals from communities, utilities and other public entities for renewable energy and energy-efficient projects, and other efforts leading to energy cost reductions. Proposals are due June 27th http://www.aidea.org/aea/PDF%20files/AlaskaEnergyCostReductionProjects.pdf. 
3. World Heritage Site Global Warming Petition to be Heard July 8-16.  Scientists and conservationists have petitioned the World Heritage Sites Committee, arguing strongly that the runaway emission of greenhouse gases is seriously threatening five major World Heritage sites: the barrier reefs of Australia and Belize, and the glacier parks in the Rockies, Nepal and Peru. In Belize, scientists assert that more than 40% of the barrier reef has been damaged because of bleaching due to global warming. Washington is poised to oppose the petition. 

4. Upcoming Expos, Festivals, Meetings, and Speeches.  
· Thursday, June 15, 7pm, Homer: Global Warming: The Greatest Threat Presentation, Pratt Museum.

· Friday, June 16, 7pm, Anchorage, An Inconvenient Truth Alaska premiere, Century 16 Theaters.

· Friday, June 16, 9pm, Anchorage, Discussion regarding An Inconvenient Truth, Café del Mundo (free, coffee and tea served). (Co-sponsored by Alaska Conservation Solutions, ACF, ACE, Trustees for Alaska, AYEA, REAP and ACA/ACV).

· Tuesday, June 20, 9am – 5pm, Washington DC: 9th Annual Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Expo and Forum; 345 Cannon House Office Building (Caucus Room)

· Wednesday, June 21, Alaska Youth for Environmental Action (AYEA) event, 1921 Sunrise Drive, Anchorage, 5:30 -8:30.

· Saturday, August 12, Anchorage: 2nd Annual Renewable Energy Fair, Park Strip.

Thank you again for receiving these monthly reports and for being part of the solution.

With hope and determination, 

Deborah

www.alaskaconservationsolutions.com
dlwilliams@gci.net
907-929-9370

